Sustainability Tour – Info for Tour Leaders

Tour Leaders, please wear your Sara Pendant (to set a good example, and also to have it available in case of an emergency). Also remember to wear your name tags. (I’ll give you Green Team volunteer badges.) Note that if people ask about political issues, you can tell them the Green Team isn’t political but they can contact Grey Indivisible (GI) to find out what actions are being taken. (Evie is one of the GI contacts.)

 - Points of interest
Gray highlighting indicates what the Host will say at the start of each Tour.
Yellow highlighting indicates points to be discussed by the Tour Leader. 
Cyan highlighting indicates things the Tour Leader may need to discuss if the Expert isn’t available.

1. Pavilion – Introduction: Purpose of this tour is to acquaint people with a few of the sustainable aspects of Panorama. Many features such as solar panels and EV charging stations have been added recently and others have been at Panorama for many years. 

Sustainable aspects of the Pavilion area are the solar panels on Assisted Living, three retention ponds, drought-resistant plants and very little grass.

Sustainable features that won’t be seen on the tour include energy efficient appliances, double-paned windows, insulation & heat pumps in homes.  A video in the Auditorium will introduce you to the Pea Patch, Barn, Pollinator Garden and other places that are too far away for the walking tour. There will also be a Favorite Trees video.

The Green Team website has materials to supplement this tour, for example a list of native plants used at Panorama and links to web pages of interest. Go to panoramagreenteam.org (or google Panorama Green Team). A box on the home page will take you to the page about the tours.

Evie will remind people about safety concerns: 1. Please use crosswalks, stay on sidewalks and avoid curbs as much as possible. Tour Leaders should be careful to follow these guidelines. (Note that the curbs near the center area at Willow Lane are high, but there’s an entrance to that area with no curb.) 2. Participants should let the Tour Guide know if they’re experiencing any problems.

GT Greeters will be at the Pavilion to talk to visitors about the Green Team. Adam Hill from Grounds will be at the Pavilion to demonstrate electric equipment and native plants. (***** Verify that Adam will be there. *****)

When you leave the Pavilion, please walk straight to the crosswalk crossing Circle Lane. (DON’T turn left to go in front of the automatic Pan Hall doors.)
As you’re walking along, explain that Panorama is sometimes called an Arboretum, and how important trees are for the environment, because they absorb carbon dioxide and give off oxygen. 

2. Right before you cross the street you can point out the tree on the other side - Tulip Poplar (If you want to get technical, the scientific name is liriodendron tulipifera  - meaning: Liriodendron - leaves in the shape of a lyre. Tulipifera - blossoms like a tulip). (Trees are a recurring theme. – In addition to stop #2, they’ll show up in Stop #3, in the Auditorium movie and at stop #12.) As you walk toward the Chalet, you’ll see an area on the right where grass was removed and shade-oriented plants were planted. 

Then as you go around the corner by the Chalet, point out the place across the street from the Chalet where sod has been removed and native plants planted. [I think the address is 1651 Circle Loop] (Native plants – another recurring theme.)
 
3. Flowering Cherry trees near the Chalet. These trees were planted by Panorama resident “Frenchy” Chuinard, who lived in the Chalet, and are featured in a video to be shown at the Auditorium. (He was a second generation Panorama resident and his daughter, Bev Chuinard Forrest was a third generation resident.)

4. EV Charging Stations (Expert DeFrance Clarke) 

When you leave the EV Charging Stations, walk along the path by the Gazebo south of the Charging Stations, to get to the Recycling Center. Don’t take the group into the street leading to Willow Lane.

5. Recycling Center (Expert Kathe Smith)

Walk from the recycling center to the sidewalk that leads to the tables and chairs in the center of Willow Lane. Participants can sit here while Wayne is talking. There are more native plants here.

6. Solar Panels & Willow Lane (Expert Wayne Olsen)
***** Wayne will also mention heat pumps in Willow Lane and new construction and renovations. *****

7. Recent Landscaping Improvements:  
Experts are Melissa and Cathy (Jody Sangder was the Expert her in previous tours when she worked here). In case they are not there, the Tour Guide will discuss the improvements to Grounds practices. We need to confirm which of these practices are still in effect.
- Longer Grass length: Grass is longer than it used to be. This is intentional. Mowing will be every other week instead of every week to allow the grass to grow longer and have deeper roots, which requires less water and cuts down on hot spots.
- Grass clippings are used for mulch. All grass clippings used to be bagged. Now most clippings are used for mulch and there is less bagging.
- Vegetation is native and drought-tolerant. Native plants include snowberry and oceanspray. A more complete list of native plants at Panorama is on the Green Team website.
- Slow-release fertilizer
- Electric mowers, lawn trimmers and blowers.

8. Sequoia Bench – This was carved from the large Sequoia that was cut down in 2016. Visitors will learn more about this tree in the video to be shown in the Auditorium. There’s also a dog statue (Samson) that was carved from the same Sequoia. It is located near the Pollinator Garden and Dog Park.

9. Auditorium – Please enter at the front door. Expert Don Melnick will explain sustainable aspects of the auditorium. This will be followed by a video of examples of sustainability that are too far to visit in the walking tour (e.g., the Barn, Encore, Pollinator Garden and Pea Patch). There will also be a short video of “Favorite Trees” – three of the nine videos in that series. A link to all of the “Favorite Trees” videos is on the Green Team website. Steve Lundin will assist Don, and Michael Wilson will be running the videos.

10a. Water bottle refilling station – When you leave the Auditorium, walk into the Fitness Center. You’ll see the water fountain with the refilling station. You can explain that there used to be a snack vending machine in that spot, but residents wanted a fountain to refill water bottles. Tour participants can refill their water bottles there. You can also make a pitch for using this station to refill reusable water containers on Walk the Loop, exercise classes and other occasions. 

10b. Place to fill out tickets for drawing related to alternative transportation (located on the right side after you pass the water fountain) – If you go to the Fitness Center on foot, by bike, or trike, you can fill out one of these tickets to be entered in a drawing to win a prize.

10c. Aquatic & Fitness Center Solar Panel Power Summary.

11. Bicycle Racks – Panorama encourages alternative forms of transportation other than driving your car – bicycles, tricycles, walking. Also they encourage use of Resident Transit and Intercity Transit. (Note: If there is construction in the Fitness Center and it is too noisy, skip this spot but still talk about alternative transportation.)
You should also mention that Intercity Transit buses are free. 

11a. As you’re passing 1831 Circle Loop (Peggy Mee’s place) at the entrance to the path through McGandy Park, you can say something like "Instead of using toxic chemicals, Panorama is using a vinegar solution for killing weeds. ***** We need to verify that this is still accurate. **** At 1831 Circle Loop the landscaping to the left of this path is an example of replacing grass with other types of plants."

12. Trees in McGandy Park (near Kya statue):
   a. Sequoia – One of three Sequoias planted to replace the large old Sequoia that was cut down in 2016. You can see another one of those trees off to the south (near where concerts take place). The tree off to the south is the one featured in the video that was shown in the Auditorium earlier today, but it’s much taller now. A link to the trees & shrubs booklet 
(including the map and descriptions and photos of trees) will be among the resources on the GT website for tour participants. But this is available only to Panorama residents, since it’s on the portal, Kya. It is being updated.
   b. Elizabeth Magnolia (by the lamp post across from Kya)– Donated by Green Team to replace trees that died in a 2012 ice storm.
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